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Letter from the Minister      
By Rev. Julie Lunn 
0191 384 7950 
julie.lunn@methodist.org.uk 

 

Dear Friends 

Happy new year to you all! 

Just before Christmas I bought a book of Christmas poems.  There are poems from Advent through to 
New Year, many of which I have not come across before.  There is one entitled ‘New Year’ by Christopher 
Smart.  I had not come across Christopher Smart before, but I have discovered that he was an English 
poet of the 18th century, born on 11th April 1722, and who died 49 years later on 21st May 1771.  He was 
therefore a contemporary of the Wesleys.   

Smart did not have an easy life.  He lived with his family in Kent until his father died when he was 11.  
Interestingly his mother then moved with her family to Durham, and Christopher, through the care of 
Lord Barnard (Henry Vane), he was sent to Durham School.  In the 1750’s life became difficult again and 
Christopher was confined in a mental hospital and then institution when he was thought to have religious 
mania.  He was also imprisoned for debt twice in his life, the final time in 1770, and sadly he died whilst in 
prison. 

Smart was a high church Anglican, and he is known primarily as a religious poet.  This poem, ‘New Year’, is 
too long to quote here in full.  However here are three of the verses.  It seemed to me that they were 
good and appropriate verses for us as we begin a new year, and as we prepare for our annual Covenant 
service on 8th January. 

The first verse below speaks of the desire before Christ, to begin a better year. The second speaks of the 
fullness of Christ’s grace for us, and calls us to ‘think him, speak him and live him’. And the final verse 
quoted talks about the praise and worship we offer to God and our prayer for peace and charity to all 
humanity.   

Perhaps some of the words of this poem will speak to you as we begin this New Year with God. 

Word of endless adoration, 

Christ, I to thy call appear; 

On my knees in meek 

prostration 

To begin a better year.... 

 

Take ye therefore what ye 

give him, 

Of his fullness grace for 

grace, 

Strive to think him, speak 

him, live him, 

Till you find him face to face. 

Sing like David, or like 

Hannah, 

As the spirit first began, 

To the God of heights 

hosanna! 

Peace and charity to man. 

 

With prayers for a peaceful, joyful and blessed new year.              JUlieJUlieJUlieJUlie    
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News from North Road 
 

GREEN SHOOTS – FROM NORTH ROAD ECO-GROUP 
 
Saving Energy This Winter  
 As Christians we are called to conserve the earth’s complex and fragile 
ecology and to be good stewards of its resources. This means assessing 
our own lifestyles to promote sustainable, healthy and socially just patterns 
of consumption for all. At this time of year we are probably thinking of 
turning up the heating, but there are many ways of ensuring energy is used 
efficiently and not wasted. It may even save you money! 
 
After the refurbishment of the buildings at North Road, there have been 
many improvements in heat, light and power conservation. Equally Access 
for All has encouraged use of the buildings for longer hours, by a variety of 
users (fulfilling the aim of increased community use) at a time when fuel 
costs are increasing dramatically.  The Eco-Group and the Property and 
Finance Committee will be working together in 2012 to see what other 
measures are needed to conserve energy. One simple action the Eco-
Group has been asked to look at is providing small notices by the light 

switches to remind people to switch off when not needed.  
 
The Methodist Church, through the Carbon Reduction Project, is encouraging us all to seek ways in 
which to reduce the ‘carbon footprint’ of our churches and homes. 
 
What is a Carbon Footprint? 
Your carbon footprint is the amount of carbon dioxide that enters the atmosphere because of the 
electricity and fuel you use. It's measured in tonnes of carbon dioxide. Your carbon footprint mostly 
depends on: 

• how much energy you use to heat your home or building 
• the electronics and appliances you use 
• what kind of transport you use day-to-day 
• how often you fly. 
 
Energy used in homes is responsible for over a quarter of all UK emissions of carbon dioxide, the main 
greenhouse gas causing climate change. Making your home as energy efficient as possible will reduce 
carbon emissions and could also save you over £300 a year on your fuel bills. So whilst reducing the 
carbon footprint of our church buildings is very important, it is only part of the picture. Energy used in a 
large church could produce a carbon footprint of 100 tonnes, but each household in the congregation 
may well have a carbon footprint of over ten tonnes. On this basis a congregation of just 100 people 
would have at least ten times the carbon footprint of the church buildings; so the collective footprint of a 
congregation will almost always be far larger than the footprint of their church buildings. Together, a 
congregation can make a big difference by reducing energy use at home, in its travel and in its shopping. 
 
A Surprising Statistic? 
Did you know that 95% of the energy used by the UK’s mobile phone chargers is wasted energy? Only 
5% is actually used to charge phones, the rest is used when the charger is plugged into the wall but not 
switched off at the socket. That’s over 50,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions that could be avoided 
if we all just unplugged our chargers after use. Amazingly, this is the equivalent of almost 500 football 
pitches’ worth of forest every year. And that goes for all appliances! Leaving televisions, DVDs and 
computers on standby, rather than switching them off, emits four million tonnes of CO2 and wastes 
£740m a year. The average household could save £37 in electricity bills each year by turning appliances 
off and not leaving them charging unnecessarily. 
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Reduce your carbon footprint 
A 10 point checklist for home use from www.methodist.org.uk 

 

Here are some simple measures you can put into action today – after all, it’s time for New Year 
Resolutions. 

1. Turning your thermostat down by 1ºC could cut your heating bills by up to 10% and save you 
around £30 per year.  

2. Is your water too hot? Your cylinder thermostat shouldn’t need to be set higher than 
60ºC/140ºF.  

3. Close your curtains at dusk to stop heat escaping through the windows.  

4. Always turn off the lights when you leave a room.  

5. Don’t leave appliances on standby and remember not to leave appliances on charge 
unnecessarily.  

6. If you’re not filling up the washing machine, tumble dryer or dishwasher, use the half-load or 
economy programme.  

7. Only boil as much water as you need (but remember to cover the elements if you’re using an 
electric kettle).  

8. In just one day, a dripping hot water tap wastes enough water to fill a bath. Make sure they’re 
turned off.  

9. Replace your light bulbs with energy saving recommended ones: just one can reduce your 
lighting costs by up to £78 over the lifetime of the bulb – and they last up to 12 times longer than 
ordinary light bulbs.  

10. Save energy by insulating your loft and hot water tank. 

The North Road Eco-Group will be getting together again in January to continue pursuing 
environmental and Eco-Congregation initiatives. Anyone interested in getting involved, including 
newcomers to the congregation, please get in touch with Joan Portrey Tel (0191)3869943 or email 
joan@portrey.fsnet.co.uk. For more information see www.ew.ecocongregation.org 
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Shoe Box Appeal 2011 

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Samaritan’s purse shoe box appeal. We had another 
successful year. We filled 133 boxes from Bearpark, Langley Park and North Road churches and 
donated sufficient money to cover the cost of transporting them abroad. 

As usual there was a good mix of boxes for boys and girls with ages 5-9 years being the most popular. 

Many thanks to Norma Nevin who made the blessing of the North Road boxes such a special, emotional 
part of the service. They really were blessed with God’s love. 

The boxes were collected by volunteers from the charity’s Consett depot early in November and by now 
will have been received by many grateful families in the Ukraine, Serbia and Crimea. The contents of the 
boxes may have been used by now but for many children the empty box will be treasured as one of their 
few possessions. 

Hopefully we can achieve a similar result in 2012 and it is never too soon to start collecting for this year’s 
appeal. 
Glenys Walker 

 
Winter Wedding 
  
News of the family of Michael Faulkner and 
Elizabeth Hall, who shared their ministry 
with us here in Durham a few years ago 
when Michael was working for Christian Aid 
and Elizabeth for Cafcass. They 
both greatly enriched the life of the church 
family here at North Road. 29th December 
saw the marriage of elder son Stephen and 
his bride Joumana, who is from Lebanon, at 
Middleton-in-Teesdale Methodist Church. 
Middleton of course was where the boys 
spent their childhood before coming to 
Durham. Norma, Les, Maggie, Denis and 
Joan were delighted to be invited along to 
the service and to meet up with the family 
again. Stephen is currently taking a public 
policy masters programme at Harvard, but 
on completion will be based with Joumana 
in Beirut. Younger son Matthew is teaching in Leeds, where his fiancée Geri is a Corporate Finance 
Analyst.  
  
The wedding service was an eclectic mix of Lebanese influences and Dales Methodism (as Stephen 
commented). Appropriately one of the hymns was "Love came down at Christmas". We wish Stephen 
and Joumana, and the whole family, great joy in their future life together.  
 

 

Concert Reviews 

As ever our resident concert critic (Colin Rutherford) has been attending the latest in the series of 
concerts presented at North Road. These are very popular and provide a great opportunity to bring 
people into the church and enjoy a variety of music. Thanks to Colin (and also an apology for omitting 
the first of these review from the last issue. 
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The King James I Bible 1611 - A  Celebration in Words and Music: Saturday 16th July 

 

This was a celebration to commemorate the 400th anniversary of the publication of the Authorised 
Version of the Bible in English.  The translation was carried out between 1604 and 1611 by a group 
of high churchmen working to the orders of the King and of course using the language of the day. 
 
The whole idea of having such a celebration came from Rose Reeve, one of our church members. 
 She then devised the format, which would be for us to listen to extracts from the 1611 Bible, 
interspersed with music.  She selected nine such readings, which were: 
 
from Isaiah  beginning "Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people . . ."; 
from Micah "But in the last days it shall come to pass that the mountain of the House of the Lord . . 
."; 
from Psalm 1 "Blessed is the man that walketh not in the house of the ungodly . . ."; 
from Psalm 23 "The Lord is my Shepherd . . ."; 
from John "In the beginning was the word . . ."; 
from Matthew "Therefore I say unto you, take no thought for your life, what you shall eat, neither 
for the body what you shall put on . . ." 
from Luke "and behold a certain lawyer stood up and tempted him . . ." (parable of the Good 
Samaritan); 
from 1 Corinthians "Though I speak with the tongues of man and angels . . ."; 
and from Revelation "And I saw a new Heaven and a new Earth . . .". 
 
These readings were given by Donald MacKay and very impressive he was.  In a very measured 
delivery and with gravitas to match, he brought out the full weight of the seventeenth century 
language and reminded us of how impressive to listen to is this Bible translation and why it has 
always been so highly regarded throughout the world. 
 
Rose chose musical interludes that would help create the atmosphere of the period. She certainly 
succeeded, playing her own bass viol and bass recorder and joined by others playing harpsichord, 
viola, cello, violin and several recorders.  There were contemporary songs, too, from Marian 
Aitchison and Edgar Senior.  During the later stages the music moved to the eighteenth century, 
reminding us that the 1611 Bible had inspired Handel to write "The Messiah".  We heard the 
instrumentalists give the Pastorale from that work and then Marian with the unfamiliar "If God be 
for us, who can be against us?" - and the very familiar "He shall feed his flock".  We were finally 
brought up to the present day with the North Road choir and the two soloists, all accompanied by 
Marion Senior, in Howard Goodall's setting of the 23rd Psalm, made famous by a certain television 
series. 
 
Rose had also decided to frame the proceedings with some light relief so at the start and conclusion 
we had two sketches written by herself, to help get us into the period and to round things off; and 
to add to everything else, she also composed the introductory fanfare. 
 
So, it was very much Rose's day for so many reasons but of course, not forgetting the "supporting 
cast". 
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CONCERT "The Musicals" - 24th September 2011 

This concert was well attended.  Eddie Gratton (bass) and George Hetherington are well known 
musicians in the locality and their offering was attractive, especially to folk of a certain age.  It was 
billed as tracing the history of the musical during its most important period of development and this 
is what Eddie, accompanied by George, proceeded to do.  A very wide selection of songs was 
offered with interspacing commentary provided by Eddie. 

We learnt that story, character and plot characterised the best musicals.  "Desert Song" ("One alone 
to be my own") was typical of the old musicals, set in the 19th century.  "Show Boat" ("Old Man 
River") was one of the earliest of the new genre in which the songs are part of the plot.  "White 
Horse Inn" ("Goodbye") and "Porgy and Bess" ("Summertime") were similar. 

However, "Oklahoma" in 1943 ("Surry with the Fringe on Top", "Oh! What a Beautiful Morning" and 
"People will say we're in love") really brought the musical to maturity, the music now being 
composed to fit the lyrics.  We heard "South Pacific" (There is nothing like a dame"); "My Fair Lady" 
("With a little bit of luck"); "Kismet" ("Stranger in Paradise"; "West Side Story", ("There's a place for 
us"); "Fiddler on the Roof" ("If I were a rich man"); "Camelot" ("If ever I would leave you") and more 
songs typical of this era. 

We were treated to a period rich in big tunes, very much of their time but which still live on today 
and which were certainly still in our heads as we left the concert! 

Eddie did so well to offer us so many songs - and being seated on a high stool near the piano added 
to the intimacy of the occasion.  George at the piano provided him with excellent support 
throughout.  It had been in every sense a thoroughly memorable occasion. 

 

CONCERT BY THE PRINCE BISHOPS BRASS QUINTET 

From Baroque to Bernstein - Saturday 26th November 2011 

This was the third visit by 
this group to North Road 
and not surprisingly there 
was a good attendance, for 
they had shown that as 
expert soloists in their own 
instrument they could 
perform just as well 
together. 

This was immediately 
evident in Leonard 
Bernstein's "Fanfare for 
Bima" with the cross 
rhythms perfectly co-
ordinated. 

There followed five 
arrangements for brass by 
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Elgar Howarth of sixteenth century music, the outer movements quite fast, the three middle 
sections slow and stately.  Very enjoyable. 

Ewald, the next composer, started the idea of chamber music  being composed for brass 
instrument.  How would string quintet music sound with brass?  We heard the first movement of his 
3rd quintet and so well-played it was possible to imagine the tuba perhaps taking the cello role, the 
whole group playing as one. 

Four movements from Tchaikowsky's ever-popular "Nutcracker Suite" followed - March of the Toys, 
Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy, Dance of the Mulitons and Russian Dance - in which the players 
showed a delicacy and lightness not always associated with brass instruments. 

Samuel Barker's well-known Adagio for Strings creates a feeling of sustained solemnity and they 
showed all the control of sustained chords necessary to bring this about, with the French horn 
prominent. 

Two Gershwin numbers next - a jazzy arrangement of "Foggy Day"; the syncopation never finding 
the players wanting especially when the faster rhythm of "Nice Work if you can get it" began to be 
worked in. 

"Tea for Two" - from "No, No, Nanette"  followed, with the two horns playing the melody, later 
taken up by the tuba and next "Swing Low Sweet Chariot", with the tuba again very prominent. 

Finally, we returned to Bernstein in "West Side Story" with "Something's Coming" (strident chords); 
"Tonight"; "Maria" (the melody hidden but never entirely lost amid the contrasting chords and 
rhythms) and "America" (the responsibility for the beat passed around the instruments).  Quite a 
climax! 

After all, this their encore was really the icing on the cake.  They had proved again how much of a 
unit they are.  Hard practice and talent, in harness, takes some beating!  Their next visit can't come 
too soon. 

In fact, we'll hear Christopher Senior again on 21st January, in two French horn trios, with Vincent 
Fleming (violin) and Marion Senior (piano) - not to be missed! 

 

Carol Singing 2011 

Thanks to those who joined the North Road group of Carol Singers at the Gates shopping centre on two 
Saturday mornings leading up to Christmas. In total we raised £183 for the Great North Air Ambulance 
and MRDF. 

 

 

Pause for Prayer 

In our weakness, O Lord, be our strength. In our sinfulness, be to us pardoning love. In 
our need, be our all sufficient grace. In our anxiety, be to us both stillness and rest, and at 
all times be to us the fullness of blessing; through Christ our Lord. Amen 

Frances Ridley Havergal (1836-1879) 
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Bearpark Methodist Church                                         from Verena Ellis 

 

SERVICES 
Another year has gone and we have celebrated the Holy 
Birth once again.  We have remembered and reflected on Christ’s 

coming into this world as a tiny baby, born into a loving family, BUT who was a very special 
infant, unique in every way. To celebrate this wonderful event, we have had some super 
services.  At the beginning of Advent, Anne took our Café Worship with the theme of 
‘light’ and everyone enjoyed the activities, chatting and fellowship as she developed the 
theme.  We were all given a ‘glow star’ to take home as a reminder and we’ve still got the 
colourful and creative artwork on the wall which was done by the ‘family’ table (both 
children and adults).  Later in December, we had our Carol Service which was lead by 
Norma and attended by some of the Shell Group families.  It was a very lively service with 
lots of drama.  In particular, Norman’s portrayal of Joseph was excellent and entertaining  
-  we think he’s missed his vocation (although he already does a brilliant job in his current 
profession).  Our next Special Service was a Village Carol Service which was even better 
attended than last year.  This was held in the Church of England with the Chester-le-
Street Salvation Army band.  Readings were done by Ministers and members of both 
churches as well as local councillors etc.  The singing was great and from the conversations 
afterwards, during refreshments in our hall, everyone had thoroughly enjoyed the service.  
We had one more service before the big day  -  Christmas Eve Family Service which was 
taken by Andrew.  This was very atmospheric at times, singing by candlelight and great fun 
at other times as we played ‘Pass the Parcel’ much to the delight of the children (and 
adults!!).  We all went home smiling, thinking about God’s gift of the special baby Jesus and 
what he means to us, with the children very excited anticipating what other gifts Santa 
might bring the next day. 

---  0  --- 
 
 

CHRISTMAS EVENTS 
We held our Christmas Fair, together with the Church of England, at the end of 
November.  All the main stalls were in the Church of England hall with the Children’s 
activities in our hall.  Cakes and refreshments were available in both halls.  The two 
organisations did well on the day, some visitors going to both places whilst others 
preferred to stay in one spot.  On the day, the Church of England made slightly more than 
we did and together we made almost £700 which was terrific.  As usual, we continued to 
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sell things afterwards and, with donations, we raised the grand total of £400 for our own 
funds.  An excellent effort by all concerned in both churches and we thank God for the 
generosity of everyone who contributed in any way to the event. 
For our Christmas Event this year, we agreed to do something different.  The last two 
years we have asked local organisations/businesses/schools etc to do something for us  -  
this year we did something for them.  We made a set of Christmas decorations for each 
group, based on the ’12 Days of Christmas’ with their ‘spiritual’ meaning and a ‘Thought for 
the Day’.  We also made a Christmas card with the same theme, signed by everyone which 
included a photograph of us all with a lovely poem about ‘The Christmas Tree’.  A huge 
‘THANK YOU’ must go to Lilian (one of our skilled crafters) for her tremendous help, 
particularly with the card and we all enjoyed our time together as we worked on the gift.  
It was well received by all the groups, who we also invited to an Open Day  -  sadly not 
many took us up on that  -  but we tried.  The gift itself was blessed before it was given 
out and so we pray that in some small way God may somehow have touched some of those 
who received it.  The local headmaster did suggest that the children might do a nativity in 
our church next year so we look forward to that and the headmistress of the local 
Catholic school brought a couple of children to see our building and display which was 
really nice of her. 

--- 0 --- 
 

SHELL GROUP 
The children at Shell Group had great fun at their Christmas 
party, held just before the schools broke up.  The excitement was 
almost too much for them but they enjoyed themselves 
tremendously.  A large group of them also went to the Pantomime 
at Consett, after Christmas, to see Aladdin (Oh yes they did!!). 
This was thoroughly enjoyed by all, adults and children – some 
could hardly contain themselves.  A great treat, efficiently 
organised by Gwen, which was very much appreciated by all concerned. 
 

--- 0 --- 
Another year has flown by and we have continued to do our best to be a Christian witness 
in Bearpark and other local villages.  We thank God for his goodness to us throughout the 
past year and pray that He will guide us in the year ahead whatever it may bring.  We wish 
you all the very best for the year ahead and may God bless you and your families 
throughout 2012 
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Diary Dates 

Please check church notices for more events and details 

Bearpark 

Sun Jan 8 Covenant Service led by Rev. Andrew Lunn, with guest preacher from the 
Church of England 

Sun Jan 22 Christian Unity Sunday – we will be joining the CofE (St Edmunds) at 
9am. 

Sun 29 Jan Baptism Service 

Sun 5 Jan Cafe Worship led by Ian Rutherford from the Wesley Study Centre 

Sun 11 March Chapel Anniversary led by Revd. Calvin Samuel 

North Road 

Sun Jan 8 Covenant Service led by Rev. Julie Lunn 

Thurs 12 Jan Meeting to discuss Stewardship Campaign,  North Road at 7pm. Please 
come if you are interested in supporting this, or simply to find out more. 

Sat 21 Jan Concert at 2.30pm. Horn trios by Mozart and Brahms 

Tues Feb 7th Church Council meeting, 7.15 pm 

Fridays Mannas lunches and fellowship, 11.00 am to 1.30 pm 

Tuesdays 3 Jan, 
fortnightly 

Craftworks with Mannas light lunches from 10am to 1pm in the hall 

Thursdays 

during term-time 

Messy Mornings – for pre-school children and their carers. A morning 
packed with fun, craft, singing, fellowship and Bible stories 

Next one on Thursday 5th January 

 
 

 

Publication deadlines and contact details 
Connexions is published every three months. Dates for next issue are: 

Publication date Last submission date 

Sunday April 1st  Sunday March 25th 
Contributions in electronic form are ideal, typed or handwritten material is 

also welcome, to either of the people listed below: 

Martin Wright 
(North Road/editor) 

tel. 0191 3864308  
martin@mdwright.co.uk 

Verena Ellis (Bearpark) verenaellis108@btinternet.com 

Internet: The current edition of Connexions can be viewed (in colour) on 

the circuit website at:               http://durhamdeernessmethodist.org.uk 

 


