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Concert by the Elvet Bridge Group at the Shakespear e Hall - Saturday 29th May 2010

The renovations presently being carried out at North Road Church necessitated a change of venue for
this concert and the Shakespeare Hall provided a good alternative.

The group consisted of Kate Thompson (vocalist), Charlotte Marlow (clarinet/saxophone), Andy
Shuttleworth (guitar) and Andy Patterson (bass guitar). All four are Sixth Form students at Park View
Community College, Chester-le-Street and shortly to take their 'A' level exams.

Their programme was a mixture of jazz, show songs, guitar solos and ballads and so there was a good
mixture of styles, where their versatility shone through all of them at various points providing the melody,
sometimes passing it about in the same piece, though Kate usually took the lead when she was
involved.. All showed a good technique; Charlotte being equally adept in either instrument and Andy
Patterson sometimes doubling up as a percussionist by finger-drumming the rhythm on his guitar while
thumbing the strings - not easy! Andy Shuttleworth's "Mr Sandman" solo was equally impressive. Kate
sang with true feeling and used her expressive voice to good effect in "Song Bird", "Knocking on

Heaven's door", "Sweet about Me" and the once very familiar "Just don't know what to do with myself".

However, it was the close affinity of the group in their playing together that was even more impressive;
their close harmony and tight rhythm never faltered. It is to be hoped that they will be able to keep in
touch after they leave school. Their final piece was "Feeling Good". It echoed the feelings of the

audience perfectly. | .
Colin Rutherfor

Green Cleaning (the modern name for an old way of cleaning)

Ask yourselves are the modern cleaners you use polluting the atmosphere and damaging ecology? In
each issue I'll give tips and suggestions for you, to try using everyday ingredients found in the home.

Bicarbonate of Soda

1. Removing stains from coffee mugs:- sprinkle a little bicarb. in the bottom and add a little warm
water to make a paste. Leave to stand a while. Rinse thoroughly.

2. Cleaning the exterior of white goods such as washing machines, fridges, freezers, etc. An
occasional wipe over with a cloth soaked in warm water and bicarb. will remove greasy marks
and dust.

3. Microwave interiors can also be cleaned as above. The solution needed is 2 tsp. bicarb. to 1 pt.

warm water.
Margaret Lewis

Pause for Prayer (taken from the Methodist Prayer H  andbook)

Lord, amid the grandeur and majesty of your creation, the little things also show your love:
the dewdrop, sparkling like a diamond on the spider's web;

the brown-and-gold curled leaf, spiralling slowly to the ground;

the buzzing bumblebee looking for another flower;

the tiny white-speckled broken egg shell, the chick long flown;

the smooth round pebble, so small, with an even smaller fossil inside;

the delicate white feather floating gently on the wave;

the tiny drop of warm milk slowly trickling down the newborn baby's chin;

the wonderful smile a small grandchild brings in greeting.

These little things, too, amaze us, and so we lift our thanks and praise to you. Amen June Dingwall, local preacher,
Budleigh Salterton Circuit



Oh what a Mystery!

At the end of May, despite the uncertainties of the early summer weather, a cycle of Mystery
Plays made a triumphant return to Durham. Simon Stallworthy, the Creative Director, explained
that whilst we know medieval mystery plays were performed in Durham and what their subject
matter was, the texts were lost. Instead it was decided to take a contemporary approach by
asking writers from around the country to retell the bible stories and a set of 10 pieces was
finally chosen. In the spirit of the original mystery plays, which were performed by different
guilds and trade associations, the new Durham plays were performed by different community
groups of all ages and abilities, guided by professional directors, designers and
choreographers. There was even an animated film contribution from Frankland and Low Newton
prisons inspired by Jonah and the Whale.

In contrast, a more traditional approach to the mysteries could be experienced in York this July,
where the regular performance of mystery plays was revived in 1951. Using the colourful
language of medieval Yorkshire, they present the 'history of the world' from the mystery of God's
creation, through the birth, death and resurrection of Christ, to the Last Judgement. To the
people who first came together to perform and watch the Plays, belief in the battle between
Good and Evil was a fact of life. Disease and sudden death were an ever-present threat.
Different guilds often presented highly appropriate stories, so for example the Shipwrights were
responsible for the Building of the Ark, while the Butchers played the Death of Christ.

From 1951 to 1988 the York plays were performed outdoors in the ruins of St Mary's Abbey,
with a variety of other venues used since. In the Middle Ages, the Plays were presented on
wagons that were pulled from one 'playing station' to another in processional form. This year the
Guilds of the City of York returned to a traditional approach by presenting a cycle of York
Wagon Plays. In Durham the processional “feel” was captured by progressing from the first play
in the Gala Theatre, up to the Cathedral, followed by the rest of the plays down at the Sands in
the open air.

Although it did get pretty chilly by the end of the evening (10.45pm) quite a few hardy
Methodists stuck it out on the Thursday night | was there, and the rain just started as we
dispersed! The original mysteries set out to bring the Gospel message to (often illiterate) people
in an accessible and entertaining way. | felt that Durham’s modern re-telling of Bible stories,
such as Cain and Abel, Noah, Abraham & Isaac, Lazarus, The Nativity and Crucifixion plus, in
the tradition of the mediaeval cycle, the Fall of Lucifer and The Harrowing of Hell still embodied
a clear Christian message.

We started in comfort at the Gala for The Fall of Lucifer subtitled Heaven’s Got Talent,
performed by students of Gilesgate Sixth Form College. The play used the format of a reality
TV show, organised by the angels when God is away, in which two angels competed to be
acclaimed the most talented performers, aided by Ant & Dec-like cherubs. Lucifer wins, until
God returns and demands that his new creation, Mankind, be part of the show. Despite Lucifer’s
attempt to fix the vote he is found out and banished. Great fun.



At the Cathedral, The Fall of Creation featured a wide
range of choral groups and schools, including choristers
from the Cathedral itself. Massive puppets represented
God and Satan, and the serpent, a seemingly endless
silver snake made up of small children, wound its way
down the aisle.

Down to the Sands, risking the elements, where a stage
just like those used for outdoor rock concerts had been
erected, for the remaining eight plays.

One of my favourites was David Almond's distinctly North
East version of Noah and the Fludd performed by
children and adults from Esh Winning. A female God, fed
up with the state of her creation and keen to start again
with a nice blue watery world — “nee people, nee beasts”,
relents and warns Noah to build "a narc”. He is allowed to
take his sons and their wives with him, as well as two of
all the animals. There's a lot of landmark spotting as they
float away - the head of the Angel of the North, the top of
Penshaw Monument - and it's not a dove they release to
determine if the flood is subsiding but a spuggy
(sparrow).

The Miracle of Lazarus also impressed me. An actual ambulance with flashing blue lights
backed into the arena complete with paramedics and an anxious policeman, holding back the
crowd whilst summoning reinforcements on his phone — dog handlers; anti-terrorist unit from
Newcastle. Lazarus has died and he is a friend of the mysterious Jesus, rumoured to be on his
way with a mob of supporters. "You've got to take proper precautions when there's a faith
angle". Sisters Mary and Martha are distraught. Jesus arrives and calmly enters the
ambulance. Lazarus is raised from the dead.

The final play was The Harrowing of Hell performed by students on the BTEC National Diploma
in Performing Arts at New College including our own Kirsty Lunn. Christ comes face to face with
Satan in a modern form of Hell depicted as life on the streets among alcoholics, addicts, and the
homeless. This is where Adam and Eve have been for thousands of years but now have the
chance to be reconciled with God.

Whilst the relentless repetition of hip-hop and break-dancing in a number of the plays was a bit
excessive for my (middle-aged) taste, this fresh look at the mysteries involving all ages and
communities from throughout County Durham was a wonderful achievement. There are plans
for the next cycle in 2013. | certainly intend to be there! Joan Portrey

Joan Portrey
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We are expecting to continue meeting at the Shakespeare Hall, North Road, until the 5" or 121

of September

July 18

North Road Choir will be singing at Beamish Open Air Museum. See
Edgar Senior for further details

August 1 and

The Sunday morning service will be a joint one at Waddington Street

August 15 URC.

August 21 Anne’s Open House, 2.30-4.30pm at 42 John Street North, Meadowfield

August 29 Café-style worship with Norma Nevin

Fridays Mannas lunches and fellowship, in the Shakespeare Hall, 11.30 to 1.30

July 13 Durham Open Summer School — a one-day event with Guest speaker
and performance artists at St. John’s College. For further information
contact Mrs. Penny Bissell, Wesley Study Centre tel. 334 3850

July 19 Circuit Reading Group — discussion on a selection of T.S. Eliot. More
details from Maureen Harris, tel. 384 7121

Sep5 Circuit Service at Elvet, 6pm
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