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Word of endless adoration, Take ye therefore what ye Sing like David, or like
Christ, I to thy call appear; give him, Hannabh,
On my knees in meek Of his fullness grace for As the spirit first began,
prostration grace, To the God of heights
To begin a better year.... Strive to think him, speak hosannal!
him, live him, Peace and charity to man.
Till you find him face to face.
8 %" ) "w"1)0o )" ( & " Julle
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News from North Road

GREEN SHOOTS - FROM NORTH ROAD ECO-GROUP

Saving Energy This Winter

As Christians we are called to conserve the earth’'s complex and fragile
ecology and to be good stewards of its resources. This means assessing
our own lifestyles to promote sustainable, healthy and socially just patterns
of consumption for all. At this time of year we are probably thinking of
turning up the heating, but there are many ways of ensuring energy is used
efficiently and not wasted. It may even save you money!

After the refurbishment of the buildings at North Road, there have been
many improvements in heat, light and power conservation. Equally Access
for All has encouraged use of the buildings for longer hours, by a variety of
users (fulfilling the aim of increased community use) at a time when fuel
>3 costs are increasing dramatically. The Eco-Group and the Property and
congregatlon Finance Committee will be working together in 2012 to see what other
measures are needed to conserve energy. One simple action the Eco-
Group has been asked to look at is providing small notices by the light
switches to remind people to switch off when not needed.

The Methodist Church, through the Carbon Reduction Project, is encouraging us all to seek ways in
which to reduce the ‘carbon footprint’ of our churches and homes.

What is a Carbon Footprint?

Your carbon footprint is the amount of carbon dioxide that enters the atmosphere because of the
electricity and fuel you use. It's measured in tonnes of carbon dioxide. Your carbon footprint mostly
depends on:

how much energy you use to heat your home or building
the electronics and appliances you use

what kind of transport you use day-to-day

how often you fly.

Energy used in homes is responsible for over a quarter of all UK emissions of carbon dioxide, the main
greenhouse gas causing climate change. Making your home as energy efficient as possible will reduce
carbon emissions and could also save you over £300 a year on your fuel bills. So whilst reducing the
carbon footprint of our church buildings is very important, it is only part of the picture. Energy used in a
large church could produce a carbon footprint of 100 tonnes, but each household in the congregation
may well have a carbon footprint of over ten tonnes. On this basis a congregation of just 100 people
would have at least ten times the carbon footprint of the church buildings; so the collective footprint of a
congregation will almost always be far larger than the footprint of their church buildings. Together, a
congregation can make a big difference by reducing energy use at home, in its travel and in its shopping.

A Surprising Statistic?

Did you know that 95% of the energy used by the UK’s mobile phone chargers is wasted energy? Only
5% is actually used to charge phones, the rest is used when the charger is plugged into the wall but not
switched off at the socket. That's over 50,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions that could be avoided
if we all just unplugged our chargers after use. Amazingly, this is the equivalent of almost 500 football
pitches’ worth of forest every year. And that goes for all appliances! Leaving televisions, DVDs and
computers on standby, rather than switching them off, emits four million tonnes of CO2 and wastes
£740m a year. The average household could save £37 in electricity bills each year by turning appliances

off and not leaving them charging unnecessarily.
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Reduce your carbon footprint
A 10 point checklist for home use from www.methodist.org.uk

Here are some simple measures you can put into action today — after all, it's time for New Year
Resolutions.

1. Turning your thermostat down by 1°C could cut your heating bills by up to 10% and save you
around £30 per year.

2. Is your water too hot? Your cylinder thermostat shouldn’t need to be set higher than
60°C/140°F.

3. Close your curtains at dusk to stop heat escaping through the windows.
4. Always turn off the lights when you leave a room.

5. Don't leave appliances on standby and remember not to leave appliances on charge
unnecessarily.

6. If you're not filling up the washing machine, tumble dryer or dishwasher, use the half-load or
economy programme.

7. Only boil as much water as you need (but remember to cover the elements if you're using an
electric kettle).

8. In just one day, a dripping hot water tap wastes enough water to fill a bath. Make sure they're
turned off.

9. Replace your light bulbs with energy saving recommended ones: just one can reduce your
lighting costs by up to £78 over the lifetime of the bulb — and they last up to 12 times longer than
ordinary light bulbs.

10. Save energy by insulating your loft and hot water tank.

The North Road Eco-Group will be getting together again in January to continue pursuing
environmental and Eco-Congregation initiatives. Anyone interested in getting involved, including
newcomers to the congregation, please get in touch with Joan Portrey Tel (0191)3869943 or email
joan@portrey.fsnet.co.uk. For more information see www.ew.ecocongregation.org
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Shoe Box Appeal 2011

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Samaritan’s purse shoe box appeal. We had another
successful year. We filled 133 boxes from Bearpark, Langley Park and North Road churches and
donated sufficient money to cover the cost of transporting them abroad.

As usual there was a good mix of boxes for boys and girls with ages 5-9 years being the most popular.

Many thanks to Norma Nevin who made the blessing of the North Road boxes such a special, emotional
part of the service. They really were blessed with God’s love.

The boxes were collected by volunteers from the charity’s Consett depot early in November and by now

will have been received by many grateful families in the Ukraine, Serbia and Crimea. The contents of the
boxes may have been used by now but for many children the empty box will be treasured as one of their
few possessions.

Hopefully we can achieve a similar result in 2012 and it is never too soon to start collecting for this year’s
appeal.

Glenys Walker

Winter Wedding

News of the family of Michael Faulkner and
Elizabeth Hall, who shared their ministry
with us here in Durham a few years ago
when Michael was working for Christian Aid
and Elizabeth for Cafcass. They

both greatly enriched the life of the church
family here at North Road. 29th December
saw the marriage of elder son Stephen and
his bride Joumana, who is from Lebanon, at
Middleton-in-Teesdale Methodist Church.
Middleton of course was where the boys
spent their childhood before coming to
Durham. Norma, Les, Maggie, Denis and
Joan were delighted to be invited along to
the service and to meet up with the family
again. Stephen is currently taking a public
policy masters programme at Harvard, but
on completion will be based with Joumana
in Beirut. Younger son Matthew is teaching in Leeds, where his fiancée Geri is a Corporate Finance
Analyst.

The wedding service was an eclectic mix of Lebanese influences and Dales Methodism (as Stephen
commented). Appropriately one of the hymns was "Love came down at Christmas". We wish Stephen
and Joumana, and the whole family, great joy in their future life together.

Concert Reviews

As ever our resident concert critic (Colin Rutherford) has been attending the latest in the series of
concerts presented at North Road. These are very popular and provide a great opportunity to bring
people into the church and enjoy a variety of music. Thanks to Colin (and also an apology for omitting
the first of these review from the last issue.
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The King James | Bible 1611 - A Celebration in Words and Music: Saturday 16th July
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CONCERT "The Musicals" - 24th September 2011
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CONCERT BY THE PRINCE BISHOPS BRASS QUINTET
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Carol Singing 2011

Thanks to those who joined the North Road group of Carol Singers at the Gates shopping centre on two
Saturday mornings leading up to Christmas. In total we raised £183 for the Great North Air Ambulance
and MRDF.

Pause for Prayer
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from Verena Ellis
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Diary Dates
Please check church notices for more events and details
Bearpark
Sun Jan 8 Covenant Service led by Rev. Andrew Lunn, with guest preacher from the
Church of England
Sun Jan 22 Christian Unity Sunday — we will be joining the CofE (St Edmunds) at
9am.
Sun 29 Jan Baptism Service
Sun 5 Jan Cafe Worship led by lan Rutherford from the Wesley Study Centre
Sun 11 March Chapel Anniversary led by Revd. Calvin Samuel
North Road
Sun Jan 8 Covenant Service led by Rev. Julie Lunn
Thurs 12 Jan Meeting to discuss Stewardship Campaign, North Road at 7pm. Please
come if you are interested in supporting this, or simply to find out more.
Sat 21 Jan Concert at 2.30pm. Horn trios by Mozart and Brahms
Tues Feb 7th Church Council meeting, 7.15 pm
Fridays Mannas lunches and fellowship, 11.00 am to 1.30 pm
Tuesdays 3 Jan, Craftworks with Mannas light lunches from 10am to 1pm in the hall
fortnightly
Thursdays Messy Mornings — for pre-school children and their carers. A morning

during term-time packed with fun, craft, singing, fellowship and Bible stories

Next one on Thursday 5th January

REVERENDFUN COM (OPYRIGHT BIBLE GATEWAY

Publication deadlines and contact details
Connexions is published every three months. Dates for next issue are:

Publication date Last submission date
Sunday April 1% Sunday March 25%
Contributions in electronic form are ideal, typed or handwritten material is
also welcome, to either of the people listed below:
Martin Wright tel. 0191 3864308
(North Road/editor) martin@mdwright.co.uk
Verena Ellis (Bearpark) verenaellis108@btinternet.com

Internet: The current edition of Gonnexiens can be viewed (in colour) on
the circuit website at: http://durhamdeernessmethodist.org.uk

(See Luke 2:1-16]

HERE'S A GIFT RECEIPT FOR THE MYRRH IN
CASE YOU HAD WANTED OTHER PERFUME




